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Institutions in Gender Socialization
[bookmark: _GoBack]Socialization refers to the process in which an individual internalizes the society’s values so as to enable him or her to adapt to the cultural setting. Gender socialization, therefore, is the influence on the society’s values on how an individual behaves as either male or female. Some of the main agents of gender socialization include institutions like family, school and media. 
Family Institution
Family practices are believed to have a strong influence on the gender socialization, especially, through the way in which the parents treat and interact with their children as well as the adults’ relationships (Coman, 2016). Through the way parents treat their children; for instance, through gender biased perceptions affect the way children adapt to gender features. From the contemporary perspective, the discourse of parents regarding particular gender expressions can influence their children to identify with femininity or masculinity. For example, when a parent tells his or her child that girls are the only ones who cry and boys toughen is one way to influence gender roles. This will give the child if he is a boy the impression that boys should always be aggressive while for girls, they should always be soft and emotional. 
School Institution
Based on Coppock and colleagues’ study, Coman (2016) argues that school is one of the key institutions that facilitate gender stereotypes, especially through the way teachers treat their students. According to Coman (2016), teachers’ expectations towards different genders among students affect their socialization. For instance, when teachers become focused more on boys, Coman (2016) believes that it places the boys’ students at an advantageous position than their female counterparts. In contemporary society, such influence in school can be seen through the way teachers appreciate certain gender than the other. For instance, when teachers appreciate the achievement of boys more than the girls’ achievements it produces a certain reference to the members of each group. Coman (2016) explains that such attitudes children can learn to begin to belong to a certain gender as they begin to produce features that reference that group. Further, despite that both genders have the same capabilities in terms of intellectual capabilities; Coman (2016) argues that gender stereotypes in schools affect the achievement of girls and boys differently. According to Coman (2016), girls often relates to their academic failure with lack of abilities. 
Media Institution
According to Coman (2016), media, as a gender socialization institution promotes positive enforcement of gender inequalities across all the ages. However, the female gender is more exposed to stereotype than the male gender in the media. For instance, in most cases, the woman’s vulnerability, through family violence, is explored across different media like films and TV shows. In contemporary society, most of the TV shows such as Soap operas depict how women are confined to household chores and showing that women are incapable of doing things that are not related to house chores. As Coman (2016) explains, the women’s vulnerabilities are also exposed to the male aggression explored in art and mass media, which further encourages female gender victimization. Most of the films, even those produced today are rampant with violent scenes, which according to Coman (2016), intends to encourage the patriarchal system which depicts man as powerful and dominant. 
Therefore, based on this assessment, gender socialization is influenced by many factors including school, media, and family. The way people interact and socialize through these institutions affect the categorization of what it means to be male or female.
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